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Figure 1. A) General location of Cova Eiros site; B) Location of the site seen from the valley; C) Cave entrance; D) Excavation surface; E) Stratigraphic sequence; F) Archaeological dates for Level 3 and Level 2. Calibration was made using rcarbon package and applying IntCal20 calibration curve.

Introduction

Cova Eirés is located in the municipality of Triacastela (Lugo, Spain) at an altitude of 780 meters above sea level
and 25 meters above the Bezcos stream. The cave has a length of 312 meters, an entrance opening 2 meters high
and 3.5 meters wide. From 2008 onwards, it has revealed a sequence of Palaeolithic occupations during
the Upper Pleistocene, particularly remarkable are the archaeological records from Levels 2 (Upper
Palaeolithic) and 3 (Middle Palaeolithic). Also, the cave has the first known evidence of Palaeolithic cave art in
NW Iberia.

@ Level 3

The technological and
zooarchaeological features of
the Level 3 point to repeated
short-term occupations
by Neanderthal groups at Cova
Eiros, alternating with the use of
the cavity by bears and carnivores
as a place of hibernation,
breeding and den.

Figure 2. Lithic industry and faunal remains from Level 3. A) Centripetal hierarchized core on quartz; B-C) Preferential Levallois flakes on quartzite; D-G)
Levallois flakes on quartz; H) Panthera leo spelaea (Goldfuss, 1810) rib showing cutmarks; Hi-H2) Detail of the cutmarks under binocular
stereo microscope. Scale bars A-G, 5 cm; H, 0.5 mm; H1-H2, 20 um.

Conclusions

e Cova Eirés gives a more complete vision about the technology and subsistence strategies of the last
Neanderthal and the first AMH groups that occupied the Iberian northwest.

e The site shows the flexibility of the late Middle and early Upper Palaeolithic groups regarding the lithological
and geographical constraints of this land.

e Late survival of Neanderthal groups (c. 40 kyrs cal BP) in the mountainous regions.

e The radiocarbon dates from Level 2 and its contextualization with other EUP NW sites (A Valifia, Lugo), point
to a later settlement of the AMH in NW Iberia (c. 35 ka cal BP), several millennials after their first arrival to the
Cantabric Coast.
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Material and methods

In this poster we present the main conclusions of the study previously pubished and based
on the archeo-paleontological materials from levels 2 and 3 of Cova Eir0os site,
recovered during the 2008-2014 fieldwork seasons (de Lombera-Hermida et al., 2021).
For more information, the published paper can be accessed through the QR code
attached at this poster.

For more information

The Level 2 occupations of
Cova Eiros can be interpreted as
a result of opportunistic and
seasonal visit. This would
facilitate the alternation of
human and carnivorous
occupations in the cavity.

Level 2

Figure 3. Lithic industry and faunal remains from Level 2. I) Core on automorphic quartz; J) Bladelet on automorphic
quartz; K) Fragmented bladelet on xenomorphic quartz; L) Truncated bladelet on automorphic quartz; M) Bladelets on chert and
xenomorphic quartz; N) Proximal and mesial fragments of bladelets on xenomorphic quartz; O) Ursus spelaeus Rosenmuller-
Heinroth, 1794 rib with cutmarks; P) Ursus spelaeus M' with deliberate anthropogenetic marks. Scale bars I-O, 2cm; P,
0.5 cm.
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