Lion (Panthera leo ssp.

Europe , even though in lower frequenCIes. Avallable data point to a monotonous anatomical representatlon' metapodials and phala.ngé’s‘f‘,if |
teeth. This animal may have assumed a cultural (or symbolic) meaning for the communities , considering representatlon’s in some of ), ;
most important painted caves of Europe and representation in small figurines . The Solutrean remams recovered in Vale Boi foIIow theff: ar T-
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the cwcumstances of the presence of such remains into the archaeological assemblage , exploring the cultural meaning and somal status e""
the species and the anatomical parts represented. s Y |

The actual Atlantic coastline. Three loci have been

excavated: Rockshelter, Slope and Terrace.

Stratigraphy revealed Pleistocene occupations

dated from Gravettian to late Magdalenian at the

three loci. The Solutrean layers are dated from ca.

25 ka Cal BP to 20.3 ka Cal BP (Cascalheira et al.

2017). They have held a faunal assemblage where

red deer, horse and rabbit are the most common S R 4
species. Marine resources were also consumed, R Rl
mainly limpets (Cascalheira et al. 2017). The five General view of Vale B01 excavatlon n Terrace locus.

lion bones studied come from Solutrean layers of

the Terrace area.

2.Vale Boi
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¢ Lion bones were mixed with the other faunal
‘ remains and artifacts. Faunal remains we
generally very fragmented because they w
through a complex process of bone grease
rendering (Tinna 2014). However, the lion set do
not show any signs of being used for grease
rendering.

Bones were observed at the microscope and no
cut marks, or any other anthropogenic signs were
observed. They are weathered, fractures are dry
breaks, 2nd and 3rd metacarpals have
concretions and have iron precipitation stalmng
from the sediments. Metacarpals belong to the
left side and show the same age development,
suggesting that they belong to the same animal.
According to excavation records, metacarpals and
1st phalange come from a restricted area from
the Terrace, suggesting they were originally
articulated. No other bones or teeth have been

found so fakr.
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3.Lion Bones
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4" metacarpal | Nearly complete | left  [Terrace | |
| 1*phalange | Complete | |Terrace ___[J20
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